
Here’s hoping 2022 will bring more opportunities to get out and 
enjoy being together and exploring the great outdoors. The last 
two years have been difficult and this one is a little rough to start 
out, but things can only get better! After meeting in January, we 
have several things in the works for this year including but not 
limited to grapevine wreath making, weekly hikes (fast and slow 
groups), kayaking, camping trips and more.

Don’t forget - DUES are DUE! If you get them in by January 31st, 
you can stay connected and get updates on planned activies and 
meetings. Mail your dues to Judy Telford to stay on the group com-
munications list.

 TOWN San Marcos Coordinators
Coordinator  - shared responsibilities
Web Mistress  Judy Telford. & Susan McGee
Yahoo Group  Monica Harmon & Linda Alexander
Treasurer  Judy Telford
Newsletter  Layne Ober

November 7th - Basket Weaving
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Our Facebook page is open to help folks find our club and keep 
up with our activities.  
Visit fb.me/townsanmarcos to like and follow our page!

It’s a New Year!

 The latest word is that the meeting room at the San Marcos Police 
station may soon be ready to host us again for our monthly meet-
ings. Stay tuned for updates!

  
November, in lieu of a meeting, we had an outing. Jenn Koonz of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife shared her expertise in basket making. 
She has been teaching basketry for for over 10 years now. She 
wove her first basket over 20 years ago and loves to share her 
passion. Everyone who attended (9 of us) learned how to weave a 
ribbed basket out of natural materials. 

Every basket had it’s own personality. And everyone went home 
with a handmade basket. Jenn shared this website for anyone 
wanting to further the craft:
https://worthaknit.blogspot.com/2011/08/ribbed-basketry-tuturia-part-1.
html?m=1



Austin Ascents is hosting a HYBRID 5 DAY Wilderness 
First Responder course from February 16th to the 
20th at Texas State University camp in Wimberly. You 
do 4 days online at your pace so there is still time to 
finish that part before the
in-person.

Here is the link:
 https://austinascents.com/.../cate.../wfa-wfr-certification/

Also, they have a 2 day Wilderness First Aid course on Feb 12th and 13th at 
the same place. 
To see the full description click BUY NOW and it will take you to the full 
description. You do NOT have to purchase to see the full description.
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Wilderness First Responder Course

Nature’s Healing Powers
“She sat at the back and they said she was shy,
She led from the front and they hated her pride,
They asked her advice and then questioned her guidance,
They branded her loud, then were shocked by her silence,
When she shared no ambition they said it was sad,
So she told them her dreams and they said she was mad,
They told her they’d listen, then covered their ears,
And gave her a hug while they laughed at her fears,
And she listened to all of it thinking she should,
Be the girl they told her to be best as she could,
But one day she asked what was best for herself,
Instead of trying to please everyone else,
So she walked to the forest and stood with the trees,
She heard the wind whisper and dance with the leaves,
She spoke to the willow, the elm and the pine,
And she told them what she’d been told time after time,
She told them she felt she was never enough,
She was either too little or far far too much,
Too loud or too quiet, too fierce or too weak,
Too wise or too foolish, too bold or too meek,
Then she found a small 
clearing surrounded 
by firs,
And she stopped...and 
she heard what the 
trees said to her,
And she sat there for 
hours not wanting to 
leave,
For the forest said nothing, it just let her breathe”
Unknown
Resonating

Did you know that Bracken Bat Cave is 
the world’s largest bat colony? Together 
with Bat Conservation International 
and the city of San Antonio, the Nature 
Conservancy has secured a 1,521-acre 
property in Comal County, adjacent to 
Bracken Bat Cave. Preservation of this 
land helps ensure a safe habitat for bats 
for years to come!

The World’s Largest Bat Colony

What do you get when you cross 
a snowman and a vampire? 
Frostbite!

And we celebrated in style. 
Wonderful food, great friends 
and Monica’s beautifully 
decorated home. Once again, 
Larry made his wonderful 
gumbo and everyone brought 
sides and desserts to com-
plete the feast. A good time 
was had by all!

‘Tis the Season
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Who’s the Bully of your Birdfeeder?

The interactions between birds in the park or at your backyard 
feeder may look like chaos, but they’re actually following the 
subtle rules of a hidden avian social order.
Armed with a database of almost 100,000 bird interactions, 
experts have decoded that secret pecking order and created 
a continentwide power ranking of almost 200 species — from 
the formidable wild turkey at the top to the tiny, retiring brown 
creeper at the bottom.

Their work illuminates an elaborate hidden hierarchy: Northern 
mockingbirds and red-bellied woodpeckers are pugnacious for 
their size, but both would give way if a truly dominant bird like an 
American crow descended upon the feeder. Tiny hummingbirds 
can’t afford to lose precious seconds of feeding time and thus 
punch way above their weight, while the pileated woodpecker, 
whose fearsome bill and impressive build gives it the aspect of a 
holdover pterodactyl, actually proves docile for its size.

Among the most common feeder visitors, the American crow is 
king, while tiny chickadees get pushed around by just about ev-
erybody. The oblivious mourning dove outweighs many rivals but 
proves relatively peaceful. And lively goldfinches love to squabble 
but are limited by their half-ounce size.

Body mass is generally a good predictor of bird dominance, but 
woodpeckers dominate even some birds that outweigh them. 
“They punch above their weight because they spend their lives 
hammering on trees,” A small minority of bird rivalries are too 
complex for a simple ranking. For example, the house finch almost 
always dominates the purple finch, and the purple finch almost 
always dominates the dark-eyed junco, but when house finch and 
junco face off directly, the junco often dominates.

Tennessee Treetop Skywalk is the Longest Tree-Based Bridge in 
North America!

If you are tired and looking for a place to release your stress, the 
Smoky Mountains of Tennessee will quickly free your mind. There 
is a canopy walkway that hasn’t been seen in another location. 
Treetop bridge is called Anakeesta, located in Gatlinburg, Tennes-
see. This bridge offers a walk through the trees, either during the 
day or at night. What most amazing fact is it’s the longest tree-
based bridge in North America.

Walking through this sky bridge gives you the feeling like a bird 
cause it’s up to 50-60 feet (15.24 to 18.29 meters) in the air. More-
over, you can observe the wild animals throughout the walkway.

Tennessee Walker(s)

What is an "ig"?       An snow house without a loo!

What do trees say after a long winter? 

What a re-leaf...



Black Gap Wildlife Management Area (WMA) has been designated 
as an International Dark Sky Sanctuary by the International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA).Within the TPWD system, there are now two Inter-
national Dark Sky Sanctuaries, Black Gap WMA and Devils River SNA, 
and four International Dark Sky Parks, including Big Bend Ranch 
State Park Complex, Copper Breaks State Park, South Llano River 
State Park, and Enchanted Rock State Natural Area.

Black Gap shares 
a boundary with 
Big Bend National 
Park and is a short 
distance away from 
Big Bend Ranch State 
Park (BBRSP), both 
International Dark 
Sky Parks, making 
this area of the Big 
Bend one of the larg-
est contiguous areas 
under dark-skies protection in the United States.

As part of this initiative, BBRSP revised their Interpretive Manage-
ment Plan and extended their Dark Sky Steward volunteer program 
to include Black Gap. The Dark Sky Steward volunteer program 
helps monitor the condition of the night sky over time. It enlists 
volunteers with experience in astronomy and/or astrophotography 
to gather observations of the night sky from various locations. Not 
only does this designation mean continued protection of pristine 
night skies, but it also represents a collaboration between the State 
Parks and Wildlife divisions of TPWD, our partners at the McDonald 
Observatory, and local advocacy groups – all working together for 
the greater goal of becoming an International Dark Sky Reserve.

Black Gap WMA -A Dark Sky Sanctuary
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Visit the Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy in San Antonio and 
you can experience walking among the treetops on the elevated 
Skywalk. The skywalk gently climbs 18-feet off the ground, 
offering spectacular views of the tree canopy and connecting 
pedestrians to the top of the recently completed Robert L.B. 
Tobin Land Bridge.

“The Skywalk 
is one of the 
most unique 
features of the 
Robert L.B. 
Tobin Land 
Bridge. I like 
to describe it 
as zip-line pow-
ered by your 
feet,” former 
San Antonio 
Mayor Phil Hardberger said. “Visitors will get a squirrel’s eye 
view of the trees and ground below, offering a new perspective 
of the park and its animal inhabitants.”

Nearest Parking:
13203 Blanco Road
San Antonio, TX 78216

The 1,000-foot-long 
Skywalk is the first 
walkway of its kind in 
San Antonio. At six-feet wide, the entire length is ADA-acces-
sible, and a seating area offers a shady spot for relaxation and 
wildlife viewing. The Skywalk features weathered steel finishing 
to match the features of the Land Bridge and other elements in 
the park.

Visitors may access the Skywalk from the Northwest Military 
park entrance (8400 NW Military Highway) via the Savanna 
Loop trail to the Land Bridge trail or from the Blanco Road en-
trance (13203 Blanco Road) via the Water Loop trail. 

Bicycles are not allowed on the Skywalk but may be walked 
across the Land Bridge.
https://www.philhardbergerpark.org/skywalk

Go to their Map Page to download a trail map. 

Sky Walk in San Antonio

What is a pine tree’s favorite radio station?
Anything that plays the poplar hits.

How does a coniferous tree get ready for a date?
They spruce themselves up.

Where do saplings go to learn?
Elementree school.

Why did the Chestnut tree feel left out?
It never got in on the oak.

A Few Tree Puns to Leaf You Laughing


